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	Further Reflections on Introducing the Missional Church: Missional imagination and Scripture                                             - by Roland G. Kuhl

	 
A few weeks back I mentioned that I was reading Roxburgh and Boren’s book Introducing the Missional Church (Baker, 2009).  Well I have gotten deeper into it and it worth some time reflecting on it further.

The back end of the book focuses on the missional change model which Alan introduced with Fred Romanuk in The Missional Leader (Jossey-Bass, 2006), but with added insight and clarity.

However, I would like to offer a few short reflections over the next few weeks – beginning from the first parts of the book.  As I mentioned I am asking my Church Board to read through and discuss this book as part of our discerning what it for us as a community to be missional.  One of the key areas that Alan and Scott Boren lead us to grasp is that being missional is not so much about defining and categorizing as it is being open to be led by the Spirit in developing our missional imagination.

Just as the kingdom or reign of God cannot be defined, but imagined, so to being missional is more about imagining than it is about developing strategies and models for us to follow.  It is amazing that Jesus taught about the kingdom of God in parables, helping hearers to grasp “pictures” of the kingdom – pictures stay with us longer than words.  Likewise, being missional is about getting into the flow of the Spirit, or the missional river as Roxburgh and Boren put it, which open us up to God, to see what God sees, and to see what God is doing and saying in the neighborhoods around where we live and worship.  

Developing our missional imagination is a journey in which we begin to visualize the way God moves in our world in the presence of the Spirit – if we set aside our agendas and open ourselves to be captured by the redemptive activity of God in the world.  Scripture has a foundational role in developing our missional imagination.  Listen to what they express:

“Scripture does not so much define reality as invite us onto a journey in which we discover the world God is creating.  This can make us restless and confused.  If we persist on this journey into the strange world of the Bible, it will form our imaginations in radically new ways; it will change how we see the world.  This happened to the Hebrew people when they were called out of Egypt.  Its meaning and shape had to be discovered along the way.  They may have thought it would be a simple matter of tracing a well-traveled line on a map and getting to the Promised Land, but God had different things in mind.  In the desert God shaped a people with an imagination that couldn’t be taught or defined in Egypt” (p. 39).   
Indeed we need a new understanding of Scripture as Alan and Scott describe.  Too often we see Scripture as only being prescriptive, a book of what to do, stories that do not connect with our own lives, unless we do the difficult work of applying it to ourselves (which we are not all that eager to do at times).  Yet, in seeing Scripture as God’s Story and Vision, of God’s interaction with a people through which God chose to demonstrate a new way of being human in the world, we begin to discover in these relationships, encounters, struggles, a way of being open to God who is able to create new life in the midst of all that is dying and dead – enabling our imagination to be ignited and shaped, enabling us to see visions and dream dreams (cf. Act 2) of new ways of being human and humane in the 21st century.  Scripture is more than a book to be studied, it is to open our hearts, ears, eyes, our lives to the re-creating, making new, presence of God in the world – a way of hearing and seeing that comes through the imagination more than it does our senses.  

No matter how much we desire God in our lives, little of this desire will become reality unless we become a people who immerse ourselves in the Story and Vision of God (i.e., the Scriptures, the Bible).  In immersing ourselves in Scripture, we are shaped by the Spirit of God to see not only more of God with our imagination, but we begin to be set free to imagine and to live into that imagination of what God is doing in re-creating humanity and the world.  Also, we discover how we are being shaped and called by God to be an integral part of incarnating our Spirit-immersed imagination in ways which reorient the world in the way of shalom (peace, wholeness).  Perhaps an ongoing prayer for our being open for our imagination to be shaped by the Spirit of God is pray for a passion to be immersed in the Bible – for it to transform our imaginations and the living out of that imagination in our lives.   
Next week: Continuing Reflections on Introducing the Missional Church   
 

 

For more information and access to articles on being missional, connect with www.imissional.org
 
© 2010 by Roland G. Kuhl


