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	Reflection on What I’m Reading (in missional literature) 

                                                                                   -by Roland G. Kuhl

	 
The book written by several missional authors that helped establish missional understanding in the North American context is Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America (Eeredmans, 1998).  It provided a theological foundation for understanding the need for a missional understanding of church in North America.  Many readers struggled with how to apply Missional Church to their settings, asking the question, “what does a missional church look like?”  In response the Gospel and Our Culture Network produced Treasure in Clay Jars: Patterns in Missional Faithfulness (Eerdmans. 2004) which presented nine congregational sketches – churches that were very different from one another – to show how being missional was not so much about a particular model of church, but instead displaying a particular pattern in being the people of God who are sign, instrument, and foretaste of God’s present and coming reign.
Other helpful books on understanding missional over the years have been The Church Between Gospel and Culture: The Emerging Mission in North America (Eerdmans, 1996), StormFront: The Good News of God (Eerdmans, 2003), a recent collection of writings known as the Missional Church Series also published by Eerdmans, features titles such as, The Missional Church in Context: Helping Congregations Develop Contextual Ministry and The Missional Church and Denominations: Helping Congregations Develop a Missional Identity – to name two.
However, a recent book I have picked up is a great primer on re-understanding the importance of being missional.  It seems that far too many have co-opted the term missional  to mean what they want it to mean, such as being associated with church growth and attractional understandings of church, but all these dilute an understanding of what is meant by missional.  Alan Roxburgh and Scott Boren have produced an excellent volume (so far at least since I just started reading it) on helping readers interested in understanding what missional is about to cut through all the pseudo understandings in order to help us rediscover the essence of being missional in North America.  Their book is entitled, Introducing the Missional Church: What it is, why it matters, how to become one (Baker Books, 2009).  
I am planning on having our Church Board read through this book together so that the community I pastor might come to more clearly understand why being missional is so important and in what ways we need to be open to being transformed so as to become missional in all we are and do.  

Roxburgh and Boren take their readers on a journey to understand how missional is more of a metaphor than a model, how it is related to living as God’s people demonstrating the present and coming reign of God, how it reframes an understanding of church as being sent into the world, rather than  being the community that sends.  They talk about developing a missional imagination that is more rooted in a biblical imagination than a modern worldview.  Missional is a fluid concept pictured better as a river than an idea to be defined.  Missional  is about participating with God in God’s mission, rather than our seeking God to bless our activities.  
So, if you need a refresher on understanding missional or have never really understood what it means, I invite you to read this book along with me.
[Note:  This column is also being published as a blog to provide a forum for dialogue between readers of Missional Matters.  The blog address is: www.missional-matters.blogspot.com ]
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